
Discussion Questions 

 

1. What role do faith and religion play during the 

time period represented in The Last Tudor? What is 

the relationship between religion and politics, and 

how does this relationship affect the cultural 

climate of England? Is the country mostly united in 

their faith or divided? What impact does this have 

on the royals of England? 

 

2. What is "the true religion" according to Lady 

Jane Grey? Why does Jane believe that she and her 

family do not need to earn their place in heaven as 

others do? Does her faith ultimately serve her well? 

Discuss. 

 

3. Consider the title of the book. Who are the members of the Tudor family? 

Which character or characters does the title of the book refer to? 

 

4. Evaluate the roles and the treatment of women as represented in the novel. How 

are marriage and childbirth depicted? Is the education of women perceived as 

positive or negative? Would you say that the women of the novel are depicted as 

powerful or helpless? Do they garner much loyalty from the men in their lives? 

Discuss. 

 

5. Katherine believes that "if you are a Tudor you don’t really have parents." What 

does she mean? What does her statement reveal about family dynamics and the 

relationship between parent and child during this time? 

 

6. Why does Elizabeth punish Katherine and Mary for their marriages? Why does 

she refuse to show the same mercy for the Grey sisters that she shows for some 

others? Do you believe that her actions are justified or were you surprised by her 

lack of mercy to her relatives? 

 

7. What does Mary Grey believe is Elizabeth’s greatest fear? What does Mary say 

that she has come to believe is the greatest sin and what does this reveal about 

Elizabeth? Do you agree that this "sin" is Elizabeth’s greatest flaw? How does this 

same "sin" or characteristic affect the others in the novel? 

 

8. How does each Grey sister respond to her incarceration? What is the outcome 



for each? What does Mary wear at the conclusion of the novel and what does she 

believe this clothing represents? Is her choice to do this surprising? Why or why 

not? 

 

9. What advice does Jane leave for her sisters after she receives the news of her 

impending execution? Do Katherine and Mary follow her advice? How does each 

interpret their sister’s final words? 

 

10. Consider the theme of loyalty. Which of the characters is loyal and to whom? 

What seems to be at the root of their allegiance? Conversely, who betrays another 

person and why? Does the novel ultimately suggest to what or whom one should 

be most loyal? Explain. 

 

(Questions issued by the publisher.) 


